THE REAL REASOIN
FOR THE SEASOIN
DEVO THOFAL

A weekly Christmas devotional in preparing for the celebration of Jesus

Christ and to get real this season by clinging onto what's good.

BY: LADASIA WHITTEHURST
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HAVE YOU
ACCEP TED
ESUS?

IF TIOT, SAY THIS PRAYER AND RECEIVE HNFHOW BEFORE
COHTIUNG...

Romans 10:9
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.

Lord, I admit I am a sinner. I need and want Your
forgiveness. I accept Your death as the penalty for my sin,
and recognize that Your mercy and grace is a giftf You offer
to me because of Your great love, not based on anything I

have done. I repent for every sin that has caused separation
between me and you Lord. Give me complete freedom and
deliverance from my sins. Cleanse me and make me Your
child. By faith I receive You into my heart as the Son of God
and as Savior and Lord of my life. From now on, help me live
for You, with You in control.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV

AFTER
SALVATION

ONCE SAVED AHD ALWAYS SAVED IS A DECEPTION. OFNCL
YOU ACCEPT ESUS, YOUNIUST DEFY YOUR FLESH AFD TARE
UP YOUR CROSS. YOU U S T WALRITTHIS WAYS AHD RECEIVE
THE HOLY SPIRIT TO HELP YOU DO SO. YOU WOITT BE
PERFECT BUT YOU WILL BE WALRING WIHTH THE PERFECT Ok
T CONIPLETE SURRENDER, REPEHTANCE, & DELIVERANCE

Romans 12:2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Confess your sins
Let God’'s word be your spiritual food
Pray continuously
Fellowship with other Christian’s regualrly

Gt !


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV

THE HOLY
SPIRIT &
PDAP IS

AFTER CHOOSIG TO FOLLOW TESUS, YOU NIUST BE
BAPTIZED I THE FATHER, SO ATD HOLY SPIRIT. THIS
HCLUDES WATER BAPTISVL FIFD A LOCAL CHURCH TO
BAPTIZE YOU. THENTRECIEVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
1TO YOUR LFIE. e a

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Pray, Father, I recognize my need for Your power to live this
new life. Please fill me with Your Holy Spirit. By faith, I
receive it right now! Thank You for baptizing me.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=ESV
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Thanks so much fzarjroi\ning me in this 4-week devotional {
series that will be leading up to Christmas. This
devotional’s purpose is to steer you to look at Jesus in the
midst of this holiday season. I know it's super easy to get
busy, distracted, trying to find the perfect gift for loved
ones, all while trying to spend time with the Lord.

Consider this as your weekly reminder to not lose sight of
the real reason for the season which is Jesus Christ. Often
times we spend this holiday focused on the outward
apperance, the best gifts etc knowing our bank accounts
will suffer from over-indulgence. However, let’s lean into
Jesus. If Jesus was to physically join you for Christmas,
what would you do differently? Don't worry about the gifts
and it's okay if you aren’t finacially stable this Christmas
because the good news that was never the reason for the
season. Get real with yourself. What does Christmas
means to you? How can you see it through the lens of our
Lord and savior? Is it so bad that you're not able to recieve
gifts from others or give gifts to others? The best gift to
give is to serve and be Jesus ambassador. The best gift fo
receive is the one God has given us through Jesus Christ.
This is a safe space you don't have to fake it but you can
be real with God. Amen. May this bless you!

\IAKE SURE THAT
YOU HAVE A BIBLE
AND TRULY NIEDITATE
AND SOARC T THIS
DEVOTIONAL. GO
BACK IF YOU HAVE

TO. LET GOD
CONIPLETE HIS WORK
| YOU THAT HE HAS
STARTED. JOURHAL
TARE NVEHTORY.
WORSHIP THE LORD.
PRAY PRAY PRAY.




DEVOTIONAL

CHECRKLIST

THIS PAGE IS FOR YOU TO REFLECT ON EACH WEEK, TO PUT WHAT YOU LEARN INTO
PRATICE AND TO KEEP A CHECKLIST ON THIS DEVOTIONAL. THE GOAL IS FOR YOU TO GET
IN GOD’S PRESENCE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON AND BEYOND.

WEEK 12 THE REAL REASONNIATTHEW T

Whif, diffucsdlf momedt s, God agling youTo fuce? Make pracyey a priovily

Pray fou soneons who'y going hough difficlly & give thaf poson godly ewomagoned
\\( E E K 2 - THE REAL HOPE | NIN T THEW 1.21-273

Give (o someone, .. gifly aren'{ linifed {0 money, ov: Hags, pravyen, sowe, e

WEEIK 3:THE REAL ENIPTY [NINTTHEW 2:10,13

Hou cae you (il yosell qp in God 7 Sl vosing el b sill
Kest aodt Rosel, ol dion'{ appologise for &, Sabbaifhy ave weeded. over thhoughh Clhistnay
WEEKR A7 THE REAL RESURRECTION | MATTHEW

Whai. sin iy seppwiificg, you fuom God? Makke sere Lo vepoit, God. hiage' f moved. you huuve
Ullows The Holy Spinit to work and pry fou Those whe havorf accepfed Teses.
Spread.the gospel Lo them.

ROMANS 8:28
AND WE KNOW THAT FOR THOSE WHO LOVE GOD ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR
GOOD, FOR THOSE WHO ARE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=ESV
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REAL REASOI'

“The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son (descendant) of David, the son (descendant) of

Abraham:” Matthew 1:1 AMP

The genealogy of Jesus showed the fulfillment
of prophecies about the messiah who would
come as our savior. It reveals the humanity of
Christ. He was God in the flesh. His family tree
included David, Ruth, Issac and many more.
Jesus went through the same things we as
humans go through. He cried, he laughed, he
was hungry, fempted, and he died. He died for
every one of our sins (John 3:16). This
Christmas is about glorifying him during this

season because he is in fact the reason.

While Santa Claus is an deception and only
rewards people based upon good or bad
behavior. You should know that according to
the Bible none of us are good (Mark 10:18).
Secondly, we don't have to earn God’s gift.
Salvation is free because Jesus paid the
price. Lastly, Jesus is the truth (John 14:6)

In, Matthew 1:19-24, When Joseph found out
Mary an virgin was bearing a son he was
confused but the Lord sought Him and gave
him clarity in the midst of it. Mary also was
processing this as well and yielding to the
spirit of the Lord. This news probably wasn't so
easy for Mary and Joseph but obedience won't

ever be easy.

The whole genealogy of Jesus Christ shows
how God took his time to orchestrate the
coming of Christ. He could’ve just plopped
Jesus on earth out of thin air. Instead God is a
God of detail and he put Jesus here from the
start of birth to the finishing of His death, burial

and resurrection.

His birth was the start of an amazing plan of
God.

KEY TAREAWAYS:

GOD USED JESUS TO NIEET US WHERE WE ARE TO TARE US TO

WHERE HE IS WHICH IS ETERFIFEY W FTH HINT
. GOD OFTEIN CALLS US TO FACE DIFFCULT NMONIEHTS

RENIAINT STEADFAST I FAITHFULLIESS & TRUST 6OD'S VOICE
JESUS IS THE REASOL, DOIT LOSE SIGHT OF THIS
SAHTA CLAUS IS JUST A DECEPTION & DISTRACTIONN
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REAL HOPL

““She will give birth to a Son, and you shall name Him Jesus (The Lord is salvation), for He will save His people from their

sins.” All this happened in order to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet [Isaiahl: “Behold, the virgin shall be

with child and give birth to a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel”’—which, when translated, means, “God with us.”

Matthew 1:21-23 AMP
With less than two weeks until Christmas, the craziness

of the season is already here. We see traffic getting
heavier, stores are filled up, items out of stock, and not
too many days away from the breath of the winter
season. We can all agree it's a lot. It makes you wonder
do people truly know what Christmas is about? The
word Christmas literally has Christ name in it. How

unique!

I remember being a kid and being so excited to open
up all the gifts I got, and now that I'm all grown up I
realized how much materlistic things was an idol that
was created from Christmas. Think about it. If you were
like me then you compared your gifts to your sibilings
seeing who goft the best gifts. I grew up normalizing
that if someone gives me a really good gift it means
they love me. However, this wasn't the truth. You see
whether someone gives us something or not this

Christmas it doesn’t define their love for you.

God gave us a free gift of salvation but an
unanswered prayer this season doesnt mean he
doesn't love you. He has shown His love to us
already by sending Jesus to forgive and remove
our sins and give us eternal life. The best gift is
the hope Jesus gives us everyday and eternity

beyond.

A virgin in a small town concieved a child who
would transform our entire lives and so many
more. God loved us so much that he wanted to be
reconcilled with us and to do this Jesus came to
die for our sins (John 3:16). The Story of Christmas
is the greatest story ever told because Jesus
came to bear the cost and take the punishment
that we deserve. It seems too good to be frue but
the truth is God is good and He is true and there’s
nothing He cannot do. Today our hope remains in

the one who gives joy to the world.

KEY TAREAWAYS:
. GOD IS LOVE, HE SHOWED THIS THROUGH JESUS

DOITT HEGLECT THE HEART OF THIS CHRISTVIAS SEASOIN
REPEHT FOR IDOLIZING CHRISTNIAS/NIANTERIESINFETC
EVERY GOOD AID PERFECT GIFT CONES FRONI ABOVE
REFLECT O THE SEASOHNAL CHANGES FIHD GOD I HIS CREATION
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REAL ENIPTY

“When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. Now when they had gone, an angel of the Lord

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you; for Herod intends to search for the Child in order to destroy Him.”” Matthew 2:10, 13 AMP

When Jesus (The Messiah) was born, he was I remember working long shifts just to pay bills it was

already being worshipped, gosh how powerful is so exhausting. Just to get my paycheck and it still

our Lord and savior! Considering all of this, Herod ~ wasn’t enough somehow someway no matter how

was envious of Jesus even though he was just a busy I became [ was running dry. I am stating the

baby. The Lord spoke to Jospeh to flee to Egyptto  obvious here but you can’t drive a car without no

protect Jesus from Herod. Imagine just having a gas.. you won't get anywhere.

baby and having to leave because it's too

dangerous to stay. That is a lot. I sure don’t know In other words. you can’t spend this Christmas

what pregancy is like but it is not easy for a woman  without Jesus.. you won't get anywhere. After it's alll

to just hop up in a flee to whole another city after said and done, bank account will be in negativies,

just giving birth. I'm sure Mary wanted to rest from  family still complaining, your job still overworking

the pregnancy. you, nothing will change because you're looking at it
all wrong. Stop placing things over the one who

How many of us are willing to be obedient to God emptied Himself for you to be filled. Let go and let

when we're tired, in pain, and/or fearful? During God. Flee from exhaustion and run straight to the feet

this holiday season, people are extremely of Jesus and girl just rest. It is going to be okay

exhausted from all the shopping, long work hours,  because God said so.

planning and so much more. When we are empty

where are we running to? What is filling our cup

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

. FLEE FRON BUSYTESS AHD LEARIT TO REST

. FILL YOUR CUP WITH GOD'S WORD, PRAYER & WORSHIP
. EXPRESS GRATITUDE

. BE FINAFCIALLY WISE

. DOITT BE AFRAID TO SAY 11O

THE SAVIOR ENIPTIED HINISELF FOR YOU TO BE FILLED
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REAL RESURREC TIOINN

“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud [agonized] voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why

have You forsaken Me?” And Jesus cried out again with a loud [agonized] voice, and gave up His spirit [voluntarily, sovereignly
dismissing and releasing His spirit from His body in submission to His Father’s plan].” Matthew 27:46, 50 AMP

“But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not
here, for He has risen, just as He said [He would]l. Come! See the place where He was lying.”

Matthew 28:5-6 AMP

This part of the Bible always has me in tears like just picturing Jesus gave up His life and choose to be in
what Jesus done for us is enough reason to cry and worship submission with God the Father. Are you
Him. His death wasn't the end, he resurrected, defeated death willing to deny your flesh? Put it to death
and paved a way for us to live in freedom from sin. even ( spiritually) and fully submit to the will
Satan thought he won but Jesus truly showed up for us and of God, even when it's painful? What does

did what nobody could ever done.That same spirit that rose submitting to God looks like this Christmas?

Him from the dead, is available to us today (The Holy Spirit). Maybe it's returning a few things you

God made sure to have his angels guiding his people after .
Jese ISPl bought and holding yourself accountable of

Jesus resurrection. God never leaves nor forsaken us. The cry . -

o ; your over-indulgence. Maybe it's

of Jesus on the cross. This is the cry of every single person on a

. . : : apologizing to someone you offended in

earth. Jesus was giving voice to our human pain when sin

separates us from God. Though Jesus cried out, “Why have the midst of the holiday chaos. Maybe it's

you forsaken me?” He was NOT forsaken. And neither are we. spreading His gospel. Maybe if's releasing

This is a feeling that Jesus experienced, which is a feeling we what you can’t control. Maybe if’s being
ALL experience. This feeling does not come because we are obedient toward what He’s called you to do.
forsaken, but because of the presence of sin. God has been Christmas means nothing if we aren’t
with us all along. It times to repent and recieve the Lords submitting o God this season and
forgiveness, grace and mercy. thereafter.
NEY TAREAWAYS

. SINIARES US HIDE FRONI COI) \D FEEL FORSARKEIN

. GOD USED HIS ANGELS TO HELP US

. JESUS DEFATED DEATH AND SIH

. PUT THE FLESH TO DEATH ATD WALK T THE SPIRFT

. SUBNMISSION TO GOD IS KEY EVEINT WHEN TT HURTS

. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS OUR CHRISTNIAS GIFT



FOR THIS CHRISTNIAS SEASOIN

o Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin o see the world in the

light of understanding you give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to
receive the greatest news the world had ever known, so may we worship you in meekness of
heart. May we also remember our brothers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this

season of giving.

e May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

e First, we thank you for the day Lord. For our family and our friends. Gifts of grace that heaven
lends. Living water, daily bread. Countless blessings our God sends. Thank you, Jesus, for
them all. When we're happy, when we're sad. On the good days and the bad. We are grateful,

we are glad.

¢ In aworld where so many are hungry, may we eat this food with humble hearts; In a world
where so many are lonely, may we share this friendship with joyful hearts. May you be our

daily bread. May you touch those who are without food and shelter and provide for them.

e Dear Lord, Don't let us miss You this Christmas season. Help us to simplify our activities and
traditions so we can focus our celebration on Your birth. Thank You for being the Prince of
Peace, and I ask You for that supernatural peace to reign in our hearts. Thank You for the

simple but life-changing message of Your love for us. In Jesus' name, Amen.

* Almighty God, grant that the new birth of your Son in the flesh redeems us from the old slavery
under the yoke of sin, so we may receive him with joy as our Redeemer, and that when when
he comes to judge we may see Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.

e Dear God, in a world where life is constanly busy, allow us to slow down and sit in your

presence and not miss the true reason for this season which is Jesus. Remove any stress and

grant us peace. /h/j%/%/ﬁ/ %ﬂ/ﬂw 7%%/



THE AUTHOR

Ladasia is a woman of God who loves Jesus and N

-
wants to help others do the same! She hopes you P )
gain faith, purpose and encouragement on your - W ¥

journey of Christ. She founded ministry in October ‘ ‘

2022 in NC. She shares powerful, godly messages

across Youtube through her podcast Cultivate ‘ LN
Women With Christ and found her true purpose

and calling in life through God.

My story of encountering God is pretty short but I believe it is still a testimony. I grew up
in church but never quite understood who God was. It wasn't until 2020 when I slowly
started to discover God I was very lukewarm up until November 2021. My life has
changed forever since then. I got baptized April 2022, started my ministry October 2022.
I hope through my website, blogs, devotionals, podcasts, and YouTube
@thatchristiangworl you can get to know me more. I enjoy writing as my hobby I am an
Holy Spirit led Poet. Aside from the faith, I am passionate about makeup, I am 21 years

old, born and raised in North Carolina.

DO YOU THEED Q6 @
PRAYER?

Cultivatewomenwithchrist@gmail.com
SEHD A ENIAIL YouTube: ThatChristianGworl
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ISATAH 43:19
BEHOLD, I ANF DOING A TIEW THING;
HOW I'T SPRINHGS FORTH, DO YOU
HOT PERCEIVE T2 1 WILL NAKE A
WAY I THE WIEDERTIESS ATD RIVERS
I THE DESERT.

Thank you for tagging along. My prayer is that this 4-week

¥co0c

devotional helped you see the true meaning of Christmas. I
hope it cultivated you into a deeper connection with Jesus
Christ. As this year is coming off to an end, God is preparing
you for new beginnings. Just because seasons end doesn't
mean the reason has to. In other words, this holiday season
is going to pass away but Jesus won't. I encourage you to
get into His presence and seek His face above all else. Ask
the Lord what is the new thing He's going to do for you in
2024 and how can you better prepare for it. Be sure to also
ask the Lord how you can serve in 2024, who's the people in
your life that you should pray more about, spend more time
with, and/or spread the gospel to. Jesus truly loves you. God
bless you now go be the light!



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A19&version=ESV

